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On his latest recording Italuba (a word bridging Italy and Cuba), trap drummer Horacio "El Negro" Hernández presents his cutting edge Latín jazz with a smile. A dynamic cast of young Cuban musicians, such as Iván Bridón Nápoles (piano/keyboards), Daniel Martínez Izquierdo (bass) and Amik Guerra (trumpet) jam like jackrabbits, chasing each other with state-of-the-art playing. The themes are all composed by Hernández and display another side of his already fascinating musical personality as a writer. His passion for complex melodic lines, and equally deep time signatures and rhythms comes through, but he does not sacrifice groove. To uplift the tunes, he added coros (vocal choruses), which provided danceability. Guerra is a gifted player and a great discovery, demonstrating his rich influences on pieces like Puerto Rico and 90 Miles to Miles. Both Izquierdo and Nápoles establish their voices with solid musicianship, as well as by contributing nice solos and support throughout the recording. From the opening track, Free Latin, to the closer Que Negro Está, this is a must-have for fans of contemporary Cuban jazz. It shows Horacio Hernández at his drumming best, but most importantly, it welcomes him as dynamic bandleader offering qualitative sounds.

