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Time out for fun. And nothing but. This lightweight but total string band delight comes with guest vocals by Jane Monheit, Janis Siegel (of the dreaded Manhattan Transfer) and Dr. John (a "Shiek of Araby" so short that if you go to the front door to retrieve your mail, you'll miss it). And much is made by incorrigible producer Joel Dorn - along with the joys of being Joel Dorn - of this disc being a throwback to the good old 33 1/3 vinyl era, complete with "the precious few seconds it takes to turn the record over and give you a chance to cleanse its palate." 

The downside there is that not only is the whole disc too short, but there are far too many tunes that end or fade out just when guitarist Frank Vignola is plucking 16th-notes at suborbital tempos and performing feats of plectrum legerdemain guaranteed to elicit appreciative chuckles from guitarists everywhere. 

Frank and Joe are guitarist Frank Vignola - who solos and accompanies himself in the fiercest rhythm guitar overdub this side of Bucky Pizzarelli - and drummer Joe Ascione. Call their music postmodern swing. Its primary sources are Les Paul, Bob Wills and the Texas Playboys and, above all, the legendary genius of Django Reinhardt. Its secondary sources - especially when Siegel is holding forth on "Don't Fence Me In" until Vignola's double-time explosion - is Dan Hicks and His Hot Licks. The end result is a guitarist who can convince you that the theme from "Spiderman" is worth listening to and "Alone Again Naturally" is a viable song and not a pop world aberration from the Nixon era. Would you believe "Flight of the Bumblebee" as a kind of '30s radio flagwaver? 

Now that they've proved they can entertain royally on a whole disc, it's time for Frank and Joe to get a little serious - longer cuts, tunes that don't come prepackaged in decades of irony and plenty of room to wail. 

Jolly good show, though. 

- Jeff Simon 

