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 Frank Vignola/Joe Ascione
The Frank & Joe Show – 33 1/3
(Hyena Records ***1/2)

This recording knocks you out from the first track. Most discs that try to remake old genres fail. But guitarist Frank Vignola and drummer Joe Ascione so inhabit this swing effort that anyone who grew up on the sound should get a big charge out of it, and those who didn't should be warmed anyway by the residual heat.

Vignola, who has played a wide range of jazz and popular music, brings it all to bear here on cuts that accentuate his fleet fingers and penchant for enjoying himself. Ascione creates groove after groove of compelling forward motion, deepening the partnership.

They are formidable jammers on the cooking "Sweet Rhythm." But the guests add to the mix. Rising jazz singer Jane Monheit contributes a reasonably sultry "Besame Mucho." Dr. John slathers his vocal voodoo on "Sheik of Araby," and Janis Siegel of Manhattan Transfer recalls the Andrews Sisters on "Don't Fence Me In."

"Paper Moon" gets too cutesy. But Vignola's zeal is impressive as he embodies the hyperactive hang time of "Flight of Bumble Bee."

- Karl Stark
