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Multi-Grammy-nominated artist, Patrice Rushen, is fashioning her career after her long-time friend and mentor, Quincy Jones. composer, producer,  inter​national recording artist, Rushen has definitely earned the respect awarded her by her peers in the music industry.

Admired by many for her ground-breaking achieve-ments, Rushen has amassed an impressive list of "firsts". She was the first woman in 43 years to serve as head composer and musical director for television's highest honor, the Emmy Awards, the first woman to serve as musical director for the NAACP Image Awards broadcast, the only woman musical director/composer for the People's Choice Awards, HBO's Comic Relief and the only woman musical director/conductor/arranger for the late-night television talk show, The Midnight Hour which aired on CBS. In addition, Rushen served as musical director/composer for Newsweek's American Achievement Awards, broadcast on CBS from the Kennedy Center and as the musical director for Janet Jackson's World Tour, "janet." 

A classically trained pianist, Rushen has spent a lifetime honing the skills which make her one of the music industry's most versatile and sought after artists. In 1998, Rushen was again honored by the music industry when her current adult-contemporary CD, Signature, received a Grammy nomination, as well as, an NAACP Image Award nomination, and landed in the top ten of the adult-contemporary jazz charts. The critically-lauded, chart-topping style she championed in the '70's and '80's -- a jazz R&B/pop fusion that combined melodic accessibility with instrumental prowess not only became her signature style but continues to be a mainstay of popular radio.

Considered one of the world's top jazz pianists, Rushen has performed with and produced for such esteemed artists as Stevie Wonder, Herbie Hancock, Prince, Lionell Hampton, Carlos Santana, Boys II Men, George Benson, Jean Luc Ponty, Tom Jones, Nancy Wilson, Michael Jackson, Dianne Reeves, Sheena Easton, Stanley Turentine, Joshua Redman and on and on. 

Rushen's feature film composing credits include Men In Black, Waiting To Exhale, Sandra Bernhardt's Without You I'm Nothing, and Robert Townsend's breakthrough , Hollywood Shuffle.

Truly a great artist of our time, Patrice Rushen continues to make amazing contributions to music, film, and television, as well as transcend her audiences with her spectacular piano artistry.



“Ahh, the simple joy of falling in love. That's what happens when you listen to Patrice's music. Her music is crafted with such care and she performs her songs with such a vibrancy that you can't help but fall in love.”


Songwriters Monthly





“Probably best known as the composer of "Forget Me Nots," her 1982 top forty hit which last year became forever immortalized as the sampled backing track for the title tune to "Men In Black," Rushen delivers a consistent collection of smooth funk with hip heads that even jazz purists might dig.”


Mark Towns


The Houston Public News
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